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NOVEMBER, 1884. 


THE MONTH. 


Atrsoves « Conference of such magnitude was held at Copenhagen during the 
present year, it was thought that it did not exhaust all that could be done by the 
members and friends of the Evangelical Alliance in this country. It was accordingly 
arranged to hold a Conference at Brighton on the 28th and 29th of last month. Of 
course there was very little time to make the necessary arrangements. These, 
however, were completed in a satisfactory manner, and there is every reason to 
believe that the Conference was stimulating and profitable to all who were present. 


The Church Congress was holding its meetings at Carlisle when the month began. 
Although the place of meeting was so far north, the attendance was very large, 
the interest which is taken in such gathorings, and giving assurance that 
they are found really serviceable. The selection of topics had been very carefully 
made, and the readers of the papers were men specially fitted from their eminence 
and experience to deal with the subject they undertook to handle. Before the actual 
opening of the Congress, the Bishop of Carlisle was presented with a pastoral staff 
from the clergy and laity of his diocese. As Lord Muncaster, the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of the County, explained in making the presentation, this staff is intended to 
belong to the Bishop and not to the individual. Some of the prominent Evangelicals, 
héwever, held aloof from the presentation. The Archbishop of York preached the 
opening sermon in the Cathedral from the text, “ Lo! I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” He said that truth was the same, but a new expression 
must be cultivated. Admitting that there was much good and faithful preaching, he 
called on the clergy to keep up with the intellectual movement 6f the day. In 
regard to the condition of the poor, the Archbishop said: “ We must either grapple 
with the wants of the people, or be content to resign the task of guiding them. 
To the latter alternative we cannot submit; to accept it, would be to pronounce on 
ourselves the sentence of spiritual death. If the Church would gain the ear of those to 
whom she is sent, she must enter into their feelings and wishes, must distinguish 
_ what is reasonable from chimerical hopes and aspirations, must be able to show, with 
that fulness of knowledge of the facts of our social state which alone will entitle her 
to speak, that for the sorrows and injastiee of the past the sins and passions of men 
are greatly accountable, and that to reckon on a fature in which things will right 
themselves merely by erasing all the past, is to forget that the same sins and 
passions will prevail in that future, and even with feebler forces to repress them.” 
Opening sermons were also preached in two other churches by the Bishop of Derry 
and the Bishop of St. Andrew’s, who represented the Irish and Scotch branches 
of the Episcopal Church. Many were present at these services who were not 
members of the Church of England. Indeed, the citizens of all religious denomina- 
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tions united in giving hearty welcome to the members of the Congress. In the 


address of welcome, read by the Town Clerk at the bidding of the Mayor, special 
allusion was made to the fact that the Congress was meeting at the very border line 
which separated England from a county in which the Established Church was 
Presbyterian in its fonn of government; but this allasion was made for the purpose 
of assuring the Congress that the Presbyterians of the neighbourhood had joined 
heartily in the welcome given to their visitors, This is one indication among others — 
that the rancour and bitterness between Churches of the Protestant name is, happily, 
on the wane. These Churches recognize more and more that their work is essentially 
the same, that they have the same difficulties to contend with, and the same great 
encouragements to cheer them on. 


Considerable difference of opinion showed itself at the Congress in regard to the 


Report of the Ecclesiastical Courts’ Commissioners. Sir Richard Cross expressed 


his general concurrence in the recommendations of the Report with regard to 
legislation. Archdeacon Norris thought that the Report of the Commissioners had 
been received by the majority of Charchmen with glad sarprise, and that it promised 
a solution of the deadlock to which the Church had for the last few years been 
drifting. On the other hand, the Rev. Canon Hoare declared his belief that 
legislation based upon the recommendations would promote the anarchy they were 
designed to check ; and he complained that the laity were ignored in the proposals, 
and their rights disregarded. He drew an amusing picture of an aggrieved 
parishioner going from court to court, where clerical influences prevailed, and 
seeking redress in vain. It is quite evident that legislation on the lines of the 
Report will be beset with serious difficulties, and it is impossible to foresee how the 
matter will be dealt with when it comes before Parliament. There is no immediate 
prospect of anything being done. The political agitation which has been going on 
has diverted the attention of the conntry into other and more absorbing channels. 
It is well, however, that the question should be considered in all its bearings by the 
members of the Chureh, as a powerfully expressed opinion from the Church itself 
would be certain to have great inflnence with the Legislature in determining what 
should be done. 


The pressing question of the Dwellings of the Poor was the first subject taken up 
by the Congress after the President's address. It was opened by the Bishop of 
Bedford, and a very happy phrase fell from his lips when he said that, “if we are to 

get people to care for a home above, we must train them to care for a home below.” 
he gave six answers: (1) By creating, directing, and keeping alive public opinion ; 
(2) by enlisting and encouraging workers in the cause, such, especially, as the band 
of ladies working under the training of Miss Octavia Hill; (3) by stirring up the 
owners of property to a higher conception of their responsibilities ; (4) by teaching 
the people in all ways to care for better homes and purer surroundings ; (5) by 
infusing among the people a spirit of self-help, and enlisting them im the work of 
self-improvement; and (6) by fostering the great movements for promoting temperance 
and purity, for the clergy could not help the people if the people did not help them- 
selves. It is very satisfagtory to find that the interest aroused on this most impor 
tant subject shows no signs of flagging, but that, on the contrary, all Christian 
Churches are setting themselves, in right earnest, more and more to do what in them 
lies to remove the monstrous evils which had been allowed to grow up with hardly 
any notice or attempt at remedy. There can be no doubt that the Christian Church 
will have done a great deal to win back the alienated affections of the common 
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people when they come to recognize how much she has their welfare at heart, by her 
seal and self-sacrifice in seeking to improve the conditions under which they live. 
When homes are sweet and healthful, churches are more likely to be filled with 


worshippers. 


“ Popular Literature with reference to Infidelity and Public Morality,” formed 
a subject of discussion, in which Dr. Macauley, of the Religious Tract Society, and 
several clergymen took part. The Rev. J. W. Horsley, from his experience of 
Clerkenwell Prison, spoke very plainly.of obscene literature and prints, and suggested, 
as one way of coping with the evil, the opening by the Postal authorities of all 
communications addressed to known dealers in them. We believe that. the whole 


community owes a very great debt of gratitude to the secular as well as the religions 
press for the immense extension of pure and wholesome /iteratare, by which the vile 


trash fitted to poison the minds of the public has been driven comparatively into a 
corner, The cheap periodicals which at once convey instruction and entertainment 
do a good work in this way. Religious books also have been made very mach more 
readable and attractive than they once were. At the same time there are, as it were, 
evil streams of polluting literature which hold on their pestilential course in hidden 
and underground channels. It is very difficult to reach these by the arm of the law. 
The respectable classes of society do not come in contact with them, but there is 
reason to fear that they are extensively disseminated among the poor, who are able 
to procure such productions more easily. It is to be hoped the spread of education 
will have some effect in correcting this depravity of taste; but, while human natare 
remains what it is, merely intellectual reniedies will not be effective in coping 
thoroughly with the evil. , 


The autumnal meetings of the Congregational Union were held this year in 
London. It is, we believe, about once in ten years that this takes place. Dr. 
Parker's place of worship, the City Temple, was selected for the opening services, 
on which occasion the Rev. Alexander MacKennal, of Bowdon, preached a sermon 
from Isaiah xiii. 12 : “ I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man 
than the golden wedge of Ophir.” The Chairman of the Union, Dr. Parker, in his 
address dealt with what he calied the four corner-stones of the Christian edifice— 
namely, God, Inspiration, Redemption, and Immortality. The second part of his 
address was occupied with the subject of “The Larger Ministry.” He insisted 
that men may be ministers without being preachers; that ministry may include a 
great deal more than religious teaching; and that preachers should be allowed to 
exercise their special powers without disparaging criticism. Dr. Parker's address 
throughout was lively, sparkling, and vigorous, as might have been expected. He 
indicates his conviction that devout Christian men cannot be expected invariably 
to agree. He says: “ No grester mistake of a apecniative or controversial kind can 
be made than to suppose that the Evangelical creed is marrow or exclusive: a 
statement which I make the more distinctly in face of the common impression that 
to be evangelical is to be conceited and illiberal. Unitarianism does not uphold the 
true humanity of Christ more thoroughly than it is upheld by evangelical doctrine. 
Rationalism does not more distinctly recognize human reason than it is recognized 
by evangelical philosophy. Agnosticism cannot rebuke intellectual pride more com- 
pletely than it is humbled by inspired revelation. Secularism cannot be more in- 
dustrious than Christianity calls upon its followers to be. I have all things in Christ, 
my Lord and my God—a solid earth, an infinite and resplendent sky.” We quite 
agree with Dr. Parker that the Evangelical creed is not in its own nature at eas 
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or illiberal. Sach on impression has doubtless been occasionally conveyed by the 
narrowness of some who have held the creed, but the Gospel in its own natare is 
an expansive and elevating influence, ut once enlarging the intellect and the heart. 


-The more we are filled with its spirit, the more Catholic shall we be in the true and 


proper sense of that much misused word. 


<_,The most exciting subject discussed by the Union was “The Relation of 

Churches to recent Movements of Thought ia regard to the Social and Moral Con- 
dition of the Poor.’ The Rev. G. 8. Reaney insisted that the chief cause of the 
prevailing poverty wis that the working classes were overworked and underpaid, and 
had not a fair chare in the division of receipts between capitalists and workmen ; and 
he illustrated this with some details. He admitted the difficulty in finding a remedy, 
but said that it was not to be found in “a bratal political economy.” _ 

Mr. Green, who followed Mr. Reaney, denied that the rich are growing richer 
and the poor poorer, for all the facts proved the reverse, and that a process of an 
equalizing kind was going on. He referred to the past to show that there had been 
moral as well as physical improvement, and said that there were too many Jeremiahs 
who inspired men with a feeling of panic, instead of stimulating them to find reme- 
dies for confessed evils. 

A good deal of discussion followed, but it did not take shape in any definite 


practical resolutions. At the same time, there can be no doubt that the dis- 


cassion of the subject will of itself forward the end in view. The condition of 
the poor presents a very complicated problem. There are some things to be 
done by the State, and some things to be done by the Church. There are natural 
forces at play, which may be wisely guided, but cannot be ignored, shaping the 
destinies of the people. Sometimes it seems as if the evil were too great and too 
complex to be ever effectually overcome. But we ought not to despair when we call 
to mind the gigantic evils which have already been destroyed, and remember the 
purpose and the power of Him whose will shall finally be done on earth even as it 
is in heaven. 


The autumnal meetings of the Baptist Union were held at Bradford. Mr. 
Glover, the President, chose for the topic of his address, “ The Work of the Church 
to-day.” He considered the duty of the Church towards (1) the prevalent unbelief 
of to-day, (2) the masses of our people lying outside the pale of the Church, and (3) 
the heathen world. Mr. Glover said that additional difficulty in the way of believ- 
ing bad been created by “‘the petrifaction of trath in our too formal hands. The 
Pnritan theology had many exceliences, but simplicity was not one of them. For 


one doubt evoked by the Gospel there are probably ten raised by the theologian ; 
for our theology is mischievous by being too pretentious. It is the spirit of the 


child, not of the metaphysician, that enters into the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God.” It is very mach the fashion now-a-days, even for eminent Christian men, to 
indulge in a good many flings at theology. Itis a fashion we very much regret, and 
which we look on as very much more likely to do harm than good. There is a fallacy 
in Mr. Glover’s reasoning. There is no real opposition between the spirit of a child 
and the spirit of a metaphysician. They refer to totally different things. One 
expression has reference to the intellect, and the other to the moral nature. The 
profoundest metaphysician may possess a most childlike nature. We are com- 
manded to be children in humility and trathfalness, while, at the same time, in 
knowledge and understanding we are to be men. No theologian that ever wrote 
showed more of what so many are ready to condemn than the Apostle Paul, and 
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no master in divinity ever laid down his sentences with firmer decision in regions the 
most subtle and sublime than the Apostle John. We think that a good deal more 
exposition of Christian doctrine would serve as the strong meat to nourish a more 
masculine form of Christian piety. We fear that we unconsciously play into the 
hands of scientific unbelievers, who affirm that religion is only a thing of taste, 
sentiment, and emotion, when we do not firmly take our stand on the traths 


revealed in Scriptare—in other words, on the doctrines which constitate our theology. 


We say this with greater freedom because we are assured that there is really no 
great difference between the President of the Baptist Union and ourselves. We 
believe it is only a matter of expression that is ia question; but we have said 
before, and take the liberty of saying again, that we do not think it is wise to 
use any expressions which may lower the just reverence in which theology should 
be held. | 


Liberty for mission-work has been interfered with, we are sorry to learn, at 
Indore, the capital of his Highness the Maharajah Holkar. Mr. Wilkie and Mr. 
Builder, of the Canadian Mission at Indore, have appealed to the Government of 
India on the subject. They were forbidden to preach in the city, and when they 
. attempted to do so, the people who came to listen to them were dispersed. They 
were also forbidden to teach religion in school. An offer was made to them of 
leave to teach within their own houses, on condition that they would become subjects 
of Holkar, and not appeal to the British Government in regard to any treatment 
they might receive. This offer, coupled with such a condition, was at once rejected ; 
especially as no promise was given that the people would be permitted to attend 
their services. The reason assigned for these proceedings was that no other form 
of religion, Hindu or Mohammedan, used open-air preaching, or was taught in the 
public schools. Both of these statements the missionaries, in their letter to the 
Government, show to be false. They, therefore, appeal for the interference of the 
British Government to enable them to enjoy the rights and privileges accorded to 
all religious teachers in British territory. They say: “ We surely are not asking 
too much in seeking to have this principle recognized in a feudatory State of tho 
British Crown, when it was insisted on in the Treaty of Tientsin with China, an 
independent Power.” 


Germany has opened s proposal for a European Conference on the question 
of the Congo. If this takes place, and is carried through in a satisfactory 
manner, it may prove an event of great importance to the fature uf Africa. The 
great waterway into the centre of the Dark Continent has naturally attracted the 
attention of all the Powers which have an interest in commerce and colonies. It 
has also attracted the attention of the Christian Churches, as it has opened up 
access to immensé masses of population which had never been reached by the 
Gospel. An international control may serve to prevent bloodshed, to introdace 
civilization, and prepare the way for the triumphs of the Gospel. It is to be most 
earnestly hoped that Providence may guide the issues of the‘deliberations of the 
Conference to the accomplishment of these desirable ends. 


The news from South Africa has become more satisfactory, and affords some 
hope that the complications of troubles in that region may be brought to a peace- 
able settlement. President Krager forthwith withdrew his proclamation placing 
Montsioa’s territory under the protection of the Transvaal Republic, and his 
decision has been ratified by the Volksraad. An influential meeting of the South 
African Committee, at which Sir W. M‘Arthur presided, furnished the occasion for 
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& powerful speech by Mr. Forster on the South African question. It is evident 
that we most show that the Beebuanas are really, and not merely nominally, under 
our protection. It is of the greatest importance that the freebooters, whoever they 
may be, whether Dutch or English, should learn that their depredations will no 
longer be allowed. Few mission-fields have been more interesting than South 
Africa, The people are among the finest of the so-called savage races, and, with 
peace and order restored, we may look for larger successes. 


At the Peterborough Diocesan Conference, held at Leicester, the Bishop of 
Peterborough spoke on the subject of “ Social Parity.” He said that imparity is the 
greatest evil that could assail a nation's life, its dangers being mach deeper and 
farther reaching than those of drankenness. The evils of impurity also were con- 
cealed, and, like a cancer in the system, stretched far and wide before discovered. 
The subject is a difficult and delicate one for public discussion. We are glad to 
find that the Bishop had the courage to speak so plainly. Public opinion on the 
matter is, unfortunately, far below the Christian standard, bat we are inclined to 
believe that it is steadily rising. was 


The virtual annexation of a portion of New Guineas is a wise as well as 
decided step for our Government to have taken. It will satisfy the Australian 
colonists, and prevent the evils of which they were so apprehensive. The natives 
will be much better off under British protection than if left to themselves, to become 
a prey to any invader. Probably also it will furnish a field in which new mis- 
sionary enterprises will soon be commenced. 


At the Baptist Union, Dr. Angus read a paper, entitled “Now and Then: 
Twenty Years’ Work for Christ,” which was a striking record of denominational 
progress. The Rev. Charles Williams, of Accrington, also read a paper on “ The 
Progress of the Church of Christ in England and Wales” daring the same period. 
Mr. Williams showed that, owing to the influence of religious bodies, “ there is less 


‘of evil and more of good in the world.” This is seen in the improved tone of oar 


national life, in the success which has attended Gospel temperance missions, the 
remarkable growth of Sunday-schools, the purifying of our popular literature, and. 
the increase of evangelical real, of Christian charity, and of brotherly love. 


. The seventh annual Liverpvol gathering of Christians, convened by the local 
Committee of the Evangelical Alliance, was held in Hope Hall, early in October. 
The special subject of consideration was “‘ The Christian's Power for Service.” The 
subject was considered under four divisions: (1) Conscious union with the risen 
Lord ; (2) the Holy Spirit indwelling, teaching, leading, filling ; (3) the burden of 
souls with constraining love ; (4) personal consecration. 

There was also a Conference at Clifton, as has been the case for more than 
twenty years. The Rev. J. Ormiston presided ; and the topic of conference on the 
first day was “ The Prophetical Signs of the Last Days, viewed in relation to the 
Characteristics of the Present Perilous Times.” The topic of the second day was 
“The Attitude, Responsibility, and Testimony of the Church of God with reference 
to the Last Days of the Present Dispensation.” 


A singular scene took place in Westminster Abbey on October 13. The Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Emmaus, with some four or five hundred followers, went from 
their Chapel in Palace’ Street to the Abbey, and knelt before the tomb of King 
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Edward the Confessor. Their object in making this pilgrimage was to implore the 
intercession of St. Edward for the conversion of Eagland to the Roman Catholic 
faith. This is not the first time such a thing has been done, bat it has not been 
attempted for many years. Dean Stanley, we believe, closed the Abbey altogether 
on King Edward’s day, as the most effectaa! means of prevention. 


The letter addressed by the Premier to the Bishop of St. Asaph, and read at 
the Diocesan Conference, has naturally excited a very great deal of interest. Mr. 
Gladstone has throughout his career been an ardent sapporter of the Charch of 
England, although there is naturally some difference of view among the clergy as to 
the policy he has pursued. It is not our business to discuss the question, on 
- which every one of our readers will, no doubt, have formed his own opinion. Mr, 
Gladstone's letter, however, takes note of a historical fact and enforces a lesson. 
The historical fact is, that the Church of England, as by law established, allows of a 
greate: diversity 6f opinion within her pale than is permitted in other Churches. The 
moral lesson is that there should be an especially large measure of charity between 
the different sections of the Church whose views do not entirely coincide. The 
question of how far charity may be extended without any detriment to the interests 
of truth, is one which every man must settle with his own conscience. The wisdom 
that cometh down from above is first pure, then peaceable. Of the truth of one 
assertion which Mr. Gladstone makes there can b «0 doubt. The last half-century 
has seen a wonderfal increase of vigour and activity in the Church of England. 
Probably during no fifty years of her history has she put forth such efforts for over- 
taking the spiritual necessities of the people. Every branch of Church work has 
been quickened with a new impulse, and received vast extension in consequence. 


LITERARY. 


Tax extraordinary interest kindled last year by the name of Luther has not ex- 
hausted itself, and we hope it will not readily be superseded by any new excite- 
ment. In his case, we have not only a great and noble life set before us, but his 
story is most intimately connected with those truths which bring salvation to the 
soul and regenerate the world. To apprehend Luther properly is to be filled with 
the spirit of the Reformation. We are therefore glad to welcome, in addition to 
the books we have already noticed, ‘‘ Martin Luther: Student, Monk, Reformer,” 
by John Rae, it.p., ¥v.s.a. (Hodder and Stoughton)—a most readable and 
instructive volume. 7 

Perhaps it is a necessity in every*epoch of intellectual activity that the 
foundations of religion should again be subjected to scrutiny. It is certainly very 
much better to have to face even the questionings of a sceptical philosophy than to 
have nothing before us but blank indifference. Those centuries which have been 
called the “centuries of faith” were not really the most serviceable to the cause of 
Christianity. Men acquiesce easily in creeds which never occupy their intellects 
or influence their lives. When there is a re-awakening of mental vigour there usually 
follows a fresh consideration of the highest questions with which man can deal. 
If new forms of scepticism arise, they are followed by clearer and more definite 
developments of the faith. In our own day many important contributions have 
been made in the direction of adjusting Christian doctrine to the advances of science 
and philosophy. _We have before us a work entitled “ First Principles of Faith,” 
by Marshall Randles (Hodder and Stoughton). It deals with the whole question 
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of Theistic evidence in « very comprehensive and able manner. The concluding 

chapter takes up the relation of Nataral to Revealed Theology, showing that 

Natural Theology is both a postalate and « confirmation of Revealed. We recom- 
the book most heartily to thoughtfal readers. 


those by Charles Spargeon come first in point of popularity ; 

widely as these are spread; they ‘are not enough to satisfy the wants of the 
are 


at during a personal visit to one of the deep-sea trawling fleets. The story bears 
upon a topic which has lately attracted a good deal of public interest. This is the 
presence of “coopers” or floating grog-shops with fishing fleets. We trust the 
revelations here given of the injury thus inflicted on our fishermen when away on the 
North Sea will have some effect in putting a stop to that abominable traffic. 


The fifth volume of “ Present Day Tracts” (Religious Tract Society) has been 
completed. The first of the present set is on the “ Zend-Avesta and the Religion 
of the Parsis,” by Dr. Murray Mitchell. As very little is popularly known of the 
religion of Zoroaster, Dr. Mitchell's paper supplies a real want, especially as the 
Parsis are subjects of the British Crown, and constitute, if not a numerous, yet an 
important section of the population of India. There is a tract on “The Philosophy 
of Mr. Herbert Spencer,” by the Rev. James Iverach. The remaining subjects are 
“The Anthorship of the Fourth Gospel,” by Dr. Godet; “Present State of the 
Argument from Prophecy,” by Principal Cairns; ‘‘The Origin of the Hebrew 
Religion,” by Eustace Conder ; and “Man not a Machine, but a Responsible Free 
Agent,” by the Rev. C. A. Row. 


CURCI CRUSHED. 


“ Sap as angels for the good man’s sin,” who “weep to record and blash to give it in,” 
are many thousand hearts for Father Curci's abasement. We had come to look upon 


: this brave old ex-Jesuit as a sort of heroic Lather, as one who might lead his fellow-priests 


to a purer and more rational faith. He was attached to his Church, and had no thought 
of harming it or of leaving it. He loved the Catholic faith, the Catholic system and 
Catholic usages ; bat he did not love its corruptions, its neglect of the Scriptures, its growing 
faith in Mary and the saints and images, its forgetfulness of Christ. He looked upon the 
doctrine of the temporal power as outworn and mischievous, and herein consisted his 
chief sin. His books were put in the Index Erpurgatorius; he was abused, humbled ; 
he was pressed, to use the Pope’s language, “ with warnings and with threats, of greater 


| 
| but 
| ) not unworthily in the train of the Pastor of the Metropolitaa Tabernacle, and 
) some of them possessing gifts and qualities to which Spurgeon himself makes no 
| pretensions. We could not name any one who has more claim to wide acceptance 
: than Dr. Maclaren, of Manchester. The first series of his sermons has been pub- 
lished by the Christian Commonwealth, and after appearing weekly in its columns, 
s | are now reproduced in a volume, under the title of “‘ A Year's Ministry.” They 
; have not the quaint homeliness of Spurgeon, but they are masculine in conception, 
| | evangelical in sentiment, and at once lucid and warm in their style; a book of 
| | sermons which are attractive to read, and well worth the reading. 
; Mr. R. M. Ballantyne's new book, “ The Young Trawler,” is a story of life and 
) death and rescue on the North Sea(J. Nisbet & Co.). Mr. Ballantyne keeps up his 
unabated popularity, and in this instance his facts and conclusions have been arrived 
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one hand, an aching void, and, on the other, 
an overplus of feeling, which, having no outlet, 
only waits for an opportunity to spead itself. 


Thus it i that the saints of yore are 
easily supplanted by new saints, to be /Med 
in free-and-easy style.” Thas the whole 


Watteaa ; and Bourg, in honoar of Joubert, 
whose statue was to be unveiled. In Paris, 


the fite of Corneille was essentially literary. 


At the Continental Hotel, the Bolivar Society | France, to assume 


celebrated the arrival of Christopher Colum- 


bas at the Court of Spain in 1454. M. de 


Lesseps was present, and announced the open- 
ing of the Panama Canal for the lst of next 


March. For all the multiplicity of interests 
and varied excitement, the public mind is not 


This phase of modern thought would seem 
to lead to a sort of semi-civilization; no 
heaven above our heads, no herdism in our 
hearts, but a certain dead level of uniformity 
and equality, carefully balanced. Some look 
to science and ~university learning to spread 
from the apex of the pyramid principles of 


trath and sense, to form the faith of modern 


times. An elite would thus prepare 
ideas, and the masses would live thereby in 
a higher, nobler atmosphere of vigour 
and life. Elementary knowledge is useful in 

i life only when connected with 
higher branches, and reflections which raise 
the mind, and when regulated by loftier 
ranges of thought and speculation. Others 
declare that the inevitable effect of science 
seems to be to bring morals to wreck and ruin 


more rapidly than any other agent of decline 


needing superior 

of leaders and van- 

no faith, no 

first and last 

declare that the road on which they are 
now engaged leads down to the quay: 
these things funy well tortare the wiser 
politicians, while they ask which of the two 


or the most fatal of di 

Whatever it be under other forms of govern- 
ment, the question of public morals is for a 
democracy a vital question. Mach has been 
said to the people concerning their rights, 
and little concerning their daties. Sarely 
(said a public speaker) it is time for the Re- 
pablic to bave done sowing its wild oats, and 
to remember it bas to direct the affairs of 

the 


souls, and to have a sense of this responsi- 


societies woald rather portend a new invasion 
of barbarians, and a series of sudden or an- 
foreseen cataclyems. A French editor says : 
“Let us dare look at things as they are ; 
the absolute, and to find the one only fulcrum, 


“Union!” “ Union! 
is the eloquent cry of a well-known pastor. 
“ Believe, pray, unfurl our flag, fulfil our 
mission of witnesses, be realy to suffer, if 
need be. But is that ali? No,” he 
adds; “we are wasting time in Byzantian 
disputes, splitting hairs,”’—battening on sup- 
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Foreign 
FRANCE. 
[From our own Correspondent.) =~ 
October 18, 1884. 
would think,” says the tat | 
| the weakening of creeds and religrous prac- 
3 tices leaves in the souls of our people, on the 
| | 
| | 
throagh decorated streets in honour of the 
secon:i centenary of the poet, Corneille ; Valen- | 
) ciennes did the same in honour of the painter, | 
| 
at ease. | 
Thoughtful men are full of concern re-_ 
specting the integrity of public morals. | 
Democracy, above every other form of | 
government, demands a sound mind based on | 
sound principles. The terrific results of |God. Conscience is in one respect like the : 
moral scepticism: permeating the soul, dis- | heart ; it calls for something beyond. Daty 
colving trust, and paralyzing energy in the is nothing, if it is not sublime [absolute !] ; 
best, may well discourage the most sanguine. and life is trifling, if it does mot imply eter- 
nity.” 
| The intense importance of the Charch of 
God in every one of its sections—from the 
| stateliest university scholar to the last Salva- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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GERMANY. 


The members appointed by the King belong 


legitimate members of the Church, creates 


{From our own Correspondent. | 


Tue former 


Berlin, October 15. | almost equally to the Lutheran, the friends 


electorate of Hese~-Cassel was | of the Positive Union, and the Party of the 
the only part of Prossia where a synodal | Middle, but none to the Protertanten-Verein. 


constitution for the Protestant Church has not | The impartiality expressed hereby, on the 


synod is convoked at Cassel | parties, together with the refusal to recognize 


introduced yet. It will be done now. part of the Sovereign, towards all believing 


been 
A 


by 
of a 


ive its vote on the project | the so-called “ Liberal ” Christians as equally 


al order to gi 
tion. 


roy 
constitu 


The provincial synods in the eastern | satisfaction in religious circles, Mr. von 
- Prussian provinces will meet in November. ' Schliimbach, who came over from Americ 


Nev. 1, 1884} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Conference of the Y. 
Associations, bas new, 
: a few weeks, taken up 
f for the next cix months, 
gelistic activity, which 
blessed two years ago. 
jc that has 
ro the 
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been in 
death 
math of 
that the 
at length, 
be no 
hours, 
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15,000 
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the intellect, they 
in spiritualism of the stamp of Colonel Olcott's, who, with his occultism 
teaching, seems to flatter their Oriental fancies, Often have people come 
asked me whether « new religion was being propagated by the apostles of 
+ believing that the present age will see the establishment of the new | 
at last comprehend every other religion within its universality, and 
of the fatare for all India. And so they pass by the religion of Jesus 
up to their high and dry notions.” 
incident, however, related by the Rev. J. Erhanit, of Secundra, Agra, 
the more highly educated natives are won over to the Gospel : | 
ica) student from Agra, who had just obtained his diploma, called on : 
Prayer-book, in the vernacular. After some hesitation, being doubt- 
inquiring into the Christian religion, I gave him the . 
unexpectedly, our old native doctor resigned, and among 
the young man to whom I had given the books. 
about hie Bible. ‘I always read it,” be replied ; ‘ 
native doctor, because I want to be imstructed more 
One of our own medical students fully corroborated this 
om probation for one year. From the very first day he 
prayers in the boys’ school and public worship regularly, | 
However, I kept him to the time stipulated—one y . 
y acquainted with all we believed and hoped for bef 
I examined him, I was surprised at his knowledge . | 
conversation was all we could have desired, I baptized | 
rmed by the Bishop, and has joined in the Lord's 
: var, and the son of a well-to-do semindar, have tried 
they hoped to draw him sway, first by promises, and 
he has stood fast, declaring he had cast in his lot with 
remain. In this way the great wish and desire 
people has been fulfilled. For years we had | 
md one; the Lord has given us one. H 
made to him of Government employment, | ; 
sends « distressing account of the famine in 
own for at least thirty years. The chief cause is 
want of latter rains, Many have been reduced | 
obliged to use the grain preserved for seed, an ) 
, and as this is the case over « large tract 
the next twelve months. Consequent | 
especially dysentery, has been 
sok, Mr. Handford says: “ We took the if 
i, otherwise we should have been in « sorry 4 
ation to arriving at the other at sunset, there wa : 
drinking purposes. Arriving at « emall lake of te 
down and prepared to make a cup of tea, when a 
is bad’). I tried it, and it was several 
Pressing on « little further, we came upon 4 ae td 
bad, bat I did not feel inclined to spoil good tea me 
cup of cocos ; but it was very disappointing, and at im 
hr socoa, condensed milk, and water—refusing to ; 
: be picked out, bit by bit ; the cocoa settled on the bottom, and 
contami on the top. What curse rests on thiscountry—- 
every hand, and not « drop of good water anywhere ! In years | 
as many es fifteen clear streams in one day, and not one of them | | 
Falladoyo is the only water (Giriams)-that is sweet, and-then only Hi 
wo on, after Sully bene te 
| not where, in of a little food. Every rib-bone could be . a 
counted, ot and child sppeared ready to fall down from exbanstion ; in " i 
AA 


(Nov. 1, 1884 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


‘372 


‘act, they seemed ro greatly reduced that they pased us without taking any notice, as if 


hey were unconscious of our presence.” 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


It is 


“The Ghetto, where the 


ing 
the 
It costs the 


ish-speaking residents and visitors. 
of Rome, both foreign and native; and a 
extend the right bend of fellowship and of friendly co- 
- This bas been exhibited to a remarkable degree during the 


y Jews in 
rule 
Proph 
it; bat 
; end no wonder, surrounded as 
on the 
in 
the 


‘dolatry, superstition, and mummery of Popery. 
baptiem once a year, 


bad only one—a Jewess, whereas 


a large amount of vital religion and of devotedmess to 


y among the Eng! 
of 


existence 
amonz the 
all to 


BRITISH SOCIETY'S MISSION TO ROME. 


From Mr. Ben-Oliel’s “‘ First Impressions of Rome” we take the subjoined extracts ; 


Mr. Ben-Oliel has succeeded Dr. Philip in this mission : 
popu 
of 6, 
The 


-bebitants ; and Jews 


facing 
esplanade ; 
and 

‘arger transactions. 


The Jewish 


Tiber 
and 
to 
to 
lation 
000, 
other 
istressing end beartrending, and almost baffles description. How 
wing is to me a marvel, for I do not hear of any wealth 
tached to their creed and its tenets 
me poor Jew or Jewess to receive 
they 
at 
this city, 


Lateren, This 


ore mainly shopkeepers. Under the degrading and debasi 
Jews of Rome have grown up in ignorance of Moses and 
«ho can read Hebrew, and fewer still that can understand 


hough ene great attraction 


re fice. 


fined 
‘t cannot be far short 


| 
( A letter from the Rev. George Grenfell, dated from Stanley Pool, announces the 
Pi-cessfol launch of the Mission steamship Peace on the waters of the Upper Congo. 
‘Ye eays: “ Thie work, which was commenced scarcely three months ago, has progressed 
-ithout a single hiteh of any kind, and with much greater 
i el to have boped ; and now, to-day, by the blessing of God, we 
ceived end. Eight hundred pieces, transported from England 
camer, and ecarrier>—not one piece missing——and now the whole 
finger points Oxwanp! And I cannot shat my 
: ( the untold muhitades of people on the 400 miles of the 
‘ready travereed, or my heart to the pressing claims of the mal 
, n the vast interior regions.” 
The Missionary Herald contains a very interesting account 
Hooghly by the Rev. Alfred Teichmana, of Serampur. 
| aggestive of reflection: “ As the tide was out, we found a 
; ‘at a short distance higher up the river, almost opposite the 
| wl convent at Bapdel. This church was built in 1599 by the 
ave been the first Christian church in India. It is a very 
‘ rom the outside st least, offer mach to look at. On the front 
4 mewhat elevated position the Virgin Mary, evidently put there im order that 
% ‘ight mistake this church for an idol temple. Seeing thie, I could not belp thinki 
4 rethren on the Congo when they found the natives there bowing down before 
ages of saints, and other trophies of the Church of Rome, in the same way 
rehipped their fetiches. It must be very difficult indeed for natives to di . 
‘early between the two.” 
| 
om the other hand, has been filled with 
ordial harmony and kindly spirit of co-< 
this field, and more partic 
le lightful to bebold t 
he adorable Master 
-heerfal readiness 
' operation in every good work 


FEe 
FF 


is 


The (Boston) Missionary Herald publishes a photograph of a group of forty native 
Japanese preachers and teachers, who were assembled at the triennial con of native 
Christians held at Tokio in May last year. It says, in explanation re: * It was 


larger portion are pastors or 
we should be glad to see were 
mot present at the assembly which is here photographed. This picture may serve as au 

ianity. It is speaking within bounds to say that fifteen years ago the 
light of Christian truth had not begun to dawn on more than two of those whore intelligent 
faces are here seen. These forty men are now the representatives of a much larger cow- 
pany, who have not only accepted personally the Christian faith, bat are devoting time and 
strength and property to the advancement of the kingdom of Christ in Japan.” 

The Rev. Thomas D, Christie gives an account of the great conflagration which took 
place at Marash, in Central Turkey, on the night of Thursday, July 24: “ Our Protestant 
community have suffered severely. We are thankful that noue of the churches or school- 
houses were burned, but the loss of shops, houses, grain, and merchandise, on the part of 
our brethren, has been very great. The men who have heretofore furnished the material 
support to the churches, the echools, and the benevolent and evangelistic work of the Pro- 
testant community, are, almost without exception, either wholly ruined financially, or very 
badly crippled by this great calamity. How the salaries of the three pastors and the six- 
teachers, and the expenses of the evangelistic work carried on by our people in Zeitoon 
Geben, are to be paid the coming year, is a problem no one as yet dares to look full in 
face, especially when account is taken of the great prospective increase in the number of 
families that must be fed for niany months by the bounty of the churches. The capital 
which kept thousands of persons in employment has vanished in smoke and flame. The 
spirit shown by our brethren is admirable. It was natura! that at first many should be 
stunned by the suddenness and the dreadful force of the blow. They were exhausted, too; 
by the effurts they had made tu check the fire and save their movable property ; so that, in the 


- 
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visit of Lord Redstock and Canon Wilberforce, who have been holding meetings day after | 
day end night after night im the various churches, in halle rented for the purpose, and in 
and old ; (3) a industry for boys to learn trades; (4) Saturday conferences ; and | 
(5) Sanday evening services. For these operations we shall require the services of at least . 
two assistante—a teacher for the night schools, and a seamstress for the sewing classes; an./ 
if the Lord send us also a pious lad as tract distributur, be would be very useful generally."’ 
MISSIONS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD. 
| 
assem Diy ri came 80 pow ria, au | 
sending forth these disciples with zeal for Christian work. Aside from the Corean gen’ le- 
their sorrow. Everywhere were heard expressions of thankegiving that the misfortune was | 
no worse ; that thé Lord had suddenly checked “the raging wind at just the moment when i 
the fire it was lashing forward at such fearful speed was attacking the houses of the populous Hii 
region around our First Church ; that, although many of our people had been in great th 
bodily peril, no lives bad been lost ; that none of the Protestant community's public build- j 
ings had fallen ; and, above all, that the consvlations of Him who chasteneth His children Ahi] 
only for their good abound, as never before, in these hours of darkness and sorrow. A iy 
‘ 
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| the. reapers to keep me from starvation ; the Lord has eway much of my 
which He raised me.’ ‘Togtther with thie thankful and cheerful spirit, we sve « delightful 
blossoming out of kindness and brotherly love. People whose houses have beea burned are 
m welcomed into these of their friends ; comforting words and helpfa! deeds abound in behalf 
L. of the most sorely stricken ones; a softened and affectionate spirit toward is 
: manifested by men who for yeers have seemed to be growing harder and In 
short, the Lord is evidently yiving this people some great spiritual 
f the houses and goods He bas taken away from them.” 
“ft Miss Stone, who has charge of the Bible work in Macedonia in 
2 European Turkey Missions, writes : “ Woman's life, even in this nominally Christian land, 
withoat the lizht of the pure Gospel, is bitter and hopeless. Over and over again comes to 
mind the remark of a dear old grandmother, one day last October, as we were returning 
from a visit to the vineyarda. When we would crom the road she stopped us, as several 
wagons loaded with luscious grapes were spproaching at some distance. When they bad 
passed she explained that the people have a superstition that if a woman cross the path of a 
loaded wagon it may bring a calamity upon it. No wonder the old woman added, ‘ Woman 
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quits 


of 


man died, and as he bad been a member 


of 


| 
account of the United Brethren contains a long 
Weber, of a journey to Poo, in Tibet. The whole 
only give a short extract : “Our road led constantly 
of from 600 to 800 feet above the Sutlej, whose 
us. Only a few isolated and stunted trees and | 
point the whole mountain range presents one 
had, besides the servant, two attendants, who helped 
ble. I had scarcely any opportunity of observing 
rney, for each of us had more than enough to do to 
taking a false step. On reaching a mountain summit 
short time, and partook of some slight refreshment. 
off by our attendants, and dragged down the small 
to the base of the mountain. I am in doubt whether to 
from the summit to the base, or as one succession of tam 
the foot of the mountain and looked back upon the way 
ly realize the dangerous nature of the descent. We were 
possible to accomplish so perilous a passage. Indeed, 
His protecting care over us, the descent could not ha 
we had scarcely recovered our breath before each was 
coolie. The other attendants formed a circle round 
ly and cautiously waded through a tributary of the Sutlej. 
nt from Paramaribo, in Surinam, uch of heathenism remains 
character: “On May 29, the sick 
our congregation, his remains had some claim to integment in our burial-ground. Acting 
upon the advice of the native helpers, however, we refised—ta_f nit it, and the event 
proved that we acted wisely in adopting this course. On the eveitix of this day, several 
ested a superstitious dread of the departed, and in veyeral rooms and 
re kept burning all night, in order to frighten away | 
ternoon of the following day, Tata Samweri was buri aa 
coffin with cries and shouts, and fort 
tain order. In spite of these precautic | 
The remains were interred in the cc ' | 
wd, mostly young men and women, y | 
oman sprang upon a mound of earth, an 
to have been in connexion with this « ! 
to the funeral!’ she exclaimed. * 
seek them up.’ Different bands qu 
y of the police were centred in tt ) 
tion. Two such crowds passed by 1 F 
t was as though the devil, Whom they \ | 
e. Their native African wildness ry | 
Christian civilization. Dancing and leapingi™™ 
Almost all carried green branches, which they vigor¢ i 
a girl, singing or dancing. The nt | 
names had been read out in the vie 
xious inmates and to bombard une 
e cases actual damage was effectec 
part of the whole disturbance, howev 
this in God's service. 
But most who took part in these h 
in the darkness of heathenism. iW 
naturally be asked who those i 
readers may perhaps imagine tl Wat 
to us.” 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE HELD IN BRIGHTON, 
OCTOBER 28 AND 2. 

Wrrn the hearty concurrence of Christian friends at Brighton, it wes decided to hold the 
British Annual Conference in that town on October 28 and 29. As stated im our last 
issue, the pressure of work in connexion with the recent Geveral Conference in Copenhagen 
delayed the arrangements for the Annual British Conference. But the readers of Mvangelical 
Christendom will, it is believed, be interested in the following programme of the Brighton 
Conference, which will (p.v.) have been held before the present issue is published. Im our 
next we hope to give a report of the proceedings. 

The principal subjects chosen for consideration at the meetings were the “ Last Words 
of the Lord Jesus Christ :" (1) The Resurrection Message to His Church John xx. 17)— 
The Family Oneness ; (2) The Parting Command (Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20)—Union for 
Conflict and Service; (3) The Voice from the Glory (Rev. i. 11)—Call to Holiness and 


Victory. 
TUESDAY, Ocroure 28. 
10 to 10.45 o'clock —Davotionat Muxtixe. The Rev. J. G. Grecony, Minister of 
Emmannvel Charch, Brighton, iding. 11 to 12.46 Meetixe. Chairman, 
Dowxatp Matusson, “ Annual Address,” by the Rev. D. MacEwan, p.v., of Clapham, “The 
Practical Resolutions,” read and enforced by the Rev. Clarmont Skrine, u.a.. of Wimbledon. A brief 
eee of the Annual Report and an account of the recent International Conference at Copen- 


A. Bubject— 
Message from the (John xx. 17)—The Pamily Oneness.” 
Everixe, 7.30 to rezence. The Kev. L. L. Roxer 
siding. Ovyening Ad by Chapel, Cheless. 

Sab) ‘s Joy in God” (Rom. v. 11; 


WEDNESDAY, 29. 

Morse, 10 to 10.45 Meerixo. The Rev. W. Frastn, presiding. 
ll to 12.45 Mertrixe. Chairman, Cates R. Krwr, Esq, Mayor of Lewes. 
Addresses by the Rev. Donald Fraser, p.p., of London ; and the Rev. H. G. Thwaites, m.a., Vicar of St. 
John's, Newport, Isle of Wight. Subject—“The Parting Command of our Lord Jesas Christ (Matt. 
xxviii. 18, 19, 20)—Union for Conflict and Service.” 

AFTERNOON, 3 to 5 o’clock—Coxrerence Mretrxc. Addresses by the Rev. Clement Clemance, 
D.p., of Camberwell ; and the Rev. Chas. Graham, of Shepherd’s Bush. Subject—“ The Voice from 
the Glory (Rev. i. 11)—Call to Holiness and Victory.” 

7.30 to 9 ror Oren Conrenznce. The Rev. J. B. Figors presid- 
ing and giving the opening address. Subject“ The Christian’s Heavenly Calling in Christ Jesus.” 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
A special meeting of Council was held on E. W. Moultrie, Esq., Manchester. 
Wednesday, October 1 . the Treasurer presi - F. en Esq , Dover. 


Hoseason, ver. 


ing. The Scriptures were read by the Mrs. Hoseason, Dover. 
Chairman, and prayer was offered by the Rev. Miss M. A. Williams, Dover. 


Lieut.-Colonel Clark, Dover. 
Prebendary Anderson. Mrs Clark, Dover. 
re. Izard, Dover. 
EW MEMBERS. Rev. Archibald Gardner, Liverpool. 


The following persons were unanimously Rev. Alexander Williamson, tu.p., Glasgow. 
admitted to membership :— Leonard's. 


Rev. Bryan Dale, Halifax. Mrs. Charlton, Blackheath. 
Rev. Jaa A George, Montrose. Mrs. Girdlestone, Blackheath. 
W. J. Hardie, Esg., Montrose. Colonel Moffat, Worthing. ; 
Miss Jane Brough, London. Mrs. Moffat, Worthing. 
Mr. Chas. Sheppard, London. Mrs. Cooksey, Worthing. 
R. Turner, Esq., London. Rev. Reginald Gunnery, Worthing. 
Dr. J. 8. Phene, London. Miss Ellen Henderson, Worthing. 
J. M. Klenck, no gpg Miss Frances E. Henderson, W 
Mrs. Klenck, Lond Miss Eleanor Henderson, Worthing. 
Miss H. Mary Muir, London. Mrs. Dawes, Worthing. 
' Mr. Ino. Whittome, Ashbourne. Mrs. Bertha Falkner, 
H. Oyens, Esq., Amsterdam. Mrs. Mary Storey, Worthing. 
Mrs. Oyens, Amsterdam. Miss L. L. Pratt, Worthing. 


Pastor K. J. Wahistriim, Norway. Miss Emma 8. Pratt, Worthing. 


| 
AFTERNOON, 3 to 5 Meettxe. Chairman, Major-General Strremay. Ad- 
| 
| 
+ 
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BEW BRASOE OF THE ALLIANCE. 

A leteer wee read from the Rev. Joba 
Haffeoden, reporting the formation of « 
branch of the Alliance at Singapore, of 
which the Rev. A. S. MacPhie was ap- 
pointed President. Mr. Haffenden, who had 
been elected Secretary, aleo referred to the 
observance of the Week of Prayer. Meet- 
ings had been well attended, and were the 
means of much refi:shing and to 


the meetings was more limited, owing to the 
want of a larger hall in Copenhagen, From 
several quarters reports were being received, 
showing that the interest awakened, especial! y 
in Scandinavia, has been very great ; and it 
is believed that the blessing will be far- 
reaching. It was generally felt to be « 
great triumph for the Evangelical Alliance 
to hold a successful meeting in a distinctly 
Latheran country. | 
The various resolutions adopted at the 
A fall report of the proceedings had 
appeared in Evangelical Christendom for this 
month, a double number being generously 
provided without extra charge by the pro- 
prietors of the magazine. 

On the motion of the Rev. Prebendary 
Anderson, it was resolved: “ That the best 


volume of 
that endeavours 
,500 subscribers 


an 
was agreed 
to obtain 2 


thus securing for it a large circulation, and 
also making it a self-paying production. 
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NEW MEMBERS. 
The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership :— 


Mises Skinner, Southam 
Mrs. Elierton, Leami 


Mrs. Batlin, Leamington. 
Immanuel Shinsaka Kodera, Esq., Highbary. 


Mias Guinness, Norwood 
White, . Norwood. 
Mrs. White, Norwood. 
Miss Hann, Norwood. 


Miss Garbett, racom be. 
Rev. W. F. T. Hamilton, fiastbourne. 


Mrs. Hamilton, Eastbourne. 


G. Treutler, Esg., Eastbourne. 
Mra. Treutler, 


Mrs. H. R. Keene, Bastbourne. 
Rev-Wam. Money, Eastbourne. 


Mrs. Houghton, Porchester Gate. 


DEPUTATION WORK. 

The Secretaries reported upon their recent 
deputational visits to Worthing, Upper 
N»rwood, Sidcup, Hackney, Southampton, 
Nottingham, and Leamington, where meet- 
ings had been held on behalf of the Alliance. 


BRIGHTON CONFERENCE. 

Copies of the completed programme of the 
approaching Conference in Brighton were laid 
upon the table. 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Secretary submitted brief summary of 
the annual report, which was approved, The 
Council also approved the proposal to present 
to the Conference only an outline of the re- 
port, and to accompany it with an account of 
the Copenhagen Conference. 

The cash statement for the year ending 
September 30, which was submitted to the 
Council, showed an increase in the subscrip- 
tions to the general funds; but owing to the 
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ANSUAL CONFERENCE. 
In regard to the Annual Conference of 
the British Branch, it was stated by the 
Secretaries that they had been in negotiation 
with friends in Brighton, and it had been 
arrangel, subject to the approval of this 
Council, to bold the Conference in the town | 
on October 96 and 29. The Council ex- . 
presse! their gratification at hearing of this : 
arrangement, and the programme of subjects | 
many. aod speakers was approved. 

The Council expressed their gratification a 
at hearing of the formation of this new| A special meeting of the Council was bel:! 
branch of the Alliance. on Oct, 23, the Treasurer presiding. The 

Seriptares were read by the Chairman, and | 
in segend to the Cepenkagee Conference, prayer was offered by Mr. C. B. Ker. | 
the Secretary briefly reported that the whole 

 factorily, even beyond all expectation. The 

number of delegates exceeded those at the ins W —_ 

Bale Conference, although the attendance at Mise Jennie uy. 
Mrs. T. P. Walker, Southampton. 
Mrs. Myine, Banff. | 

| 
| | 
| 
| | | 
thanks of this Council be presented to the | i 
Rev. Principal Cairns for the great service | i 
he rendered during the sittings of the Con- | 
ference, and also for the valuable denne, | iS 
entitled ‘Reflections on the Conference,’ | Hh 
which had appeared in the pages of hd 
Christendom.” 
SPECIAL FUND. 
Fund for the Copenhagen Conference amounted | 
to about £100 less than the sum required, 
and that there was, therefore, no balance _# 
available to appropriate for the publication of i 
proceedings. It 
for the volume, 
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deficiency im the special fund required to COPENHAGEN CONFERENCE VOLUME. 
. ference, there was « small balance of White had consented, at the request 
over assets. i* of the Council, to undertake the 
The Council requested Mr. Robt. Johnston the volume reporting the 
and Colonel Elphinstone kindly to continue | recent International Conference at 
their services as auditors. hagen. 
DEPUTATION work. 
Fran, .8., visited Worth- | known in the neighbourh< 
ing on Sept. 30, for the 
| ing the interest of Christ 
ir petty 
! 
re was 
| to the 
uch of 
It was 
with 


: 


7 


Farther, “I will 


ete. It was a common prac- 


3 ba bas 


my 
not pay my vows,” 


| 
| 
goodly number of memt i | 
on the 3rd October, at the 
The subject chosen for « | 
one of Praise: Ps. exvi. | 
that there was a special cal 
and 
| 
to that cup, and though I | 
which means thankagiv- | 
in Scripture, yel the if: 
ord does obtain in the ‘i 
every observance is, | 
heartfelt thankagiving, 
»” to God through Jesus H 
rite has both a retro- ih! 
‘ive meaning, it excites | 
and hope ; for it is a ' 
the all-perfect and i 
be cross, and an antici- 1] 
the sacred communion HH) 
led 
Hit 


. bodied and uttered t 
science truly records of the facts, or infers of the. 
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voice, or the expression of its utterance ; so, 
if the spiritual heart is feeble and unhealthy, 
it retards the sacrifice of praise. Hence the 


of “keeping the heart with all 
diligence, because out of it are the issues of 
life.” Abd thas Dr. Watts pate it >— 
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THE HARMONY OF SCIENCE AND REVELATION.® 


Tar harmony of science with revelation follows 


never contradict trath. The unity of truth is the 
fundamental postulate of reasoning. And all 
truth is God's truth. If the universe is God's 
work, then is it likewise God’s word—His: em- 
bought. Whatever buman 


laws, of nature, in stars or flowers, woods or waters, 


rocks or living beings, is as really divine truth as | thesis 


what God has spoken by angels or prophets. To 
deny this would be not to honour, but to contradict 
the Scriptures. Yet apparent discrepancy between 
revelation and science is neither rare nor ising. 
God's meaning in the written word is one thing ; 
man’s reading of Scripture is another. The facts 
and laws of nature are one thing; man’s inter- 
pretation of them is another. Hence a double 
source of apparent discord. The history of both 
theology and science is a record of mistakes. 
The claim of scventific experts to infallibility is 
Church, and not a whit more. 

One region of human thought, indeed, there is in 
which this claim is not arrogant, but just, because 
to question it is to question reason; namely, that 
which consists in pure reasoning from self-evident 
axioms, or invariable definitions and universal 


symbols. “ Mathematical certainty” is 


with absolute certainty, because the whole textare 
of thought, warp and woof, is furnished by reasou 
itself. Scepticism in this province is suicidal. 
But the moment that variable i 


The nature, therefore, of physical science is to b 
progressive, not infallible. The temper and - 
tude of the trite man of science are the same 

the true Christian: “ Not as though I had 


illusory triamphs,—“ and reaching forth unto 
In like manner the true attitade of the Christian 
is that of the genuine 
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' covenants of a solemn and religious kind in 
, patriarchal form, and, indeed, all through the 
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| ! organic heart, it affects the power of - the | 
as a necessary inference, if the revelation be au- 
thentic and the science sceursate. Truth can | 
) | tion, a our prem poss- 
| bility of enters.” How these are the three 
: | main pillars of matural science: the compilation 
: | of facts by observation, the organization of observa- 
tionbs hypothesis, and the verification of hypo- 
| | by experiment (or by sach observation of 
; calculated results as is equivalent to 
turned towards the light; his hands stretched out 
to grasp with fearless welcome whatever new truth 
ae God may send. An attitude of fear and suspicion 
. is not only unworthy, but unreasonable. The 
; stronger our faith in the Bible, the calmer shoald 
| be our conviction that no utterance of God in 
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